X24	MIND   AND   THE   EARTH
—phantasies.   He is the creative breath of
spiritus, atman.
Thus the father is also a powerful archetype that lives
'in the mind of the child. The father is also definitely the
father, an all-embracing image of divinity, a dynamic principle.
In the course of life this image too recedes into the back-
ground. The father becomes a limited, and often all-too-
human, personality. The father-image, on the other hand,
broadens out into all its possibilities of meaning. Thus,
just as man was late in discovering nature, so he discovered
only gradually the state, law, duty, responsibility, and spirit.
As the growing consciousness becomes more capable of under-
standing, the importance of the parental personality
diminishes. But in the place of the father there comes the
society of men, and in place of the mother, family and clan.
Finally, instead of the father, the image of God appears,
and in the mother's place, the mysterious abyss of all-being.
Not idly did Faust say, " The mothers! the mothers! it
sounds so strange."
It would be wrong, in my view, to say that all those
things that take the .place of the parents are merely a sub-
stitute for the unavoidable loss of the primordial parental
images. What takes their place is not just a substitute,
but a reality that is already bound up with the parents,
and that has become impressed upon the mind of the child
by virtue of its connexion with the parental image. The
warming, protecting, nourishing mother is likewise the hearth,
the protecting cave, or hut, and the surrounding vegetation.
The mother is also the provident field, and her son the divine
grain, the brother and friend of man. The mother is the
milk-giving cow and the herd. The father goes about,
talks to other men, hunts, wanders, makes war, and lets
loose his bad tempers like thunderstorms, and at the behest
of invisible thoughts he changes the whole situation like a
sudden storm-wind. He is battle and weapons, the cause
of all changes; he is the bull provoked to deeds of violence

